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Metis Soldiers in the War of 1812
Compiled by Lawrence Barkwell

June 18, 2012 marks the 200th anniversary of the outbreak of the conflict and war between Britain and the United 
States. This was largely carried out on Canadian soil as the U.S. attacked both Upper and Lower Canada. At the 
time Britain only had one regular regiment of 900 men in the garrisons of Upper Canada. Their support from 
recent U.S. immigrants to the region was an open question. The only reason the British were able to fend of 
the Americans was the support of their Native allies, the Indians and Metis, from both sides of the border. The 
participation of the Metis in this conflict has been an untold story up to this point.

A large number of Metis men who were voyageurs with the North West Company (NWC), fur traders or Indian 
Department employees participated in the War of 1812. Thus the Metis saw service in the Corps of Canadian 
Voyageurs, Caldwell’s Western Rangers, the Mississippi Volunteers and the Michigan Fencibles.

The immediate causes for the U.S. declaration of war against Britain were based upon a series of trade restrictions 
introduced by Britain to impede American trade with France, with whom Britain was at war. Second, the royal 
Navy was interfering with American shipping by searching American vessels and seizing any U.S. seamen they 
considered to be British deserters, a practice known as impressment; third, the British military support for Native 
peoples who were offering armed resistance to the expansion of the American frontier to the Northwest. By April 
30, 1812, the United States and Territories were mobilizing for war against Canada. This American war against 
Canada had three major objectives:

 •     To extract maritime concessions from the British.
 •     To destroy the British-Indian alliance and reduce the last trace of Indian fighting power in the Great 

Lakes Country (Ojibwa Territory) in order to clear the way for European settlement.
 •     Drive all British out of North America so that the Americans might control all of North America.

The U.S. Congress declared war on Canada on June 18, 1812. Although President Madison did not support this 
war he did sign the declaration of war. On June 24 the Canadian North West Company notified Sir George 
Prevost at Quebec that the United States of American was at war with Canada.

The Corps of Canadian Voyageurs

In October 1812 the Northwest Company offered its engages in service to Canada and 
their King. Thus, the Corps of Canadian Voyagers was created under the command of 
William McGillvray (1764-1825). It would be disbanded at Lachine on March 14, 1813. 
After that date the responsibility for transport was transferred to the Commissariat, 
and the Corps was reformed as the Provincial Commissariat Voyageurs.

Some NWC partners who were members of the Corps were: Angus Shaw, Archibald 
Norman McLeod, William McGillvray and his son Joseph McGillvray (Metis).

The Corps of Canadian Voyageurs was raised by the Northwest Fur Company, from 
among its employees, for service during the war. The Corps was designed to 
militarize the voyageurs who were essential to keeping supplies moving from Montreal to the western outposts. 
They were responsible for maintaining trade despite the interruption of war.
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William McGillvray and Angus Shaw, both officials in the NWC, served respectively as Commandant and Vice-
Commandant of the Corps. The unit consisted of a captain, 10 lieutenants, 10 conductors (sergeants promoted 
from among the voyageurs), and some 400 voyageurs with the rank of private. Originally, the British intended 
to dress the voyageurs in the distinctive red coats of the army, but the men refused these jackets as impractical for 
their work. Instead, it was agreed that they would wear clothes more typical of their standard utilitarian dress. 
They thus wore a capote, red toque, loose-fitting leggings, and moccasins as practical footwear. In humid weather, 
these clothes were often stripped off and the individual might only wear a shirt and breeches. Standard equipment 
included a rifle, tomahawk or small axe, and a knife. The Crown issued each man with a sword, pike, and pistol, 
but most voyageurs sold or simply discarded these extraneous items.

Caldwell’s Western Rangers

The Caldwell Rangers were named after their commander Billy Caldwell a noted Metis Loyalist and Indian 
trader. The unit was a rather small one, probably not more than fifty men. Nominally organized as two companies, 
they often worked in conjunction with the Indian Department and fought dispersed alongside the Indians (chiefly 
the Ojibwa, Wyandotte and Pottawatomi). The unit or parts of it fought at the Battle of Moraviantown, the 
Battle of Longwoods and the Battle of Lundy’s Lane.

The Michigan Fencibles

The Michigan Fencibles were raised at Michilimackinac in the summer of 1813, mainly from trappers and 
voyageurs, with an initial strength of one Lieutenant and 50 rank and file soldiers. In March, 1814 command 
of the unit was given to Captain William McKay, late of the 5th Battalion, Canadian Embodied Militia and 
shortly thereafter they proceeded via Green Bay to Prairie du Chien. In July, after capturing Prairie du Chien it 
was re-named “Fort McKay” and was garrisoned by both the Michigan Fencibles and a new-raised group, the 
Mississippi Volunteers. In September, a group of the Fencibles helped to defeat an American force at what is 
now Rock Island, Illinois. The Michigan Fencibles participated in the October 1812, Battle of Fort Erie; and the 
August, 1814, defense of Michilimackinac. They were disbanded in 1815.

The Mississippi Volunteers

The Mississippi Volunteers were an ad-hoc unit, recruited on the spot from voyageurs 
and traders during the attack on Prairie du Chien in 1814. Two volunteer companies 
were formed under Captains Joseph Rolette and Thomas Anderson. There was also a 
Mississippi Volunteer Artillery detachment.
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Battle and Siege of Fort Mackinac (Michilimackinac):

The Battle of Mackinac Island was a British victory in the War of 1812. Before the war, Fort Mackinac had been 
an important American trading post in the straits between Lake Michigan and Lake Huron. It was important for 
its influence and control over the Metis and First Nations groups in the area

On 18 July 1812, a mixed force of 150 Metis fur traders and Voyageurs, 300 Chippewa and Ottawas, 110 Sioux, 
Menominee and Winnebago (recruited by Robert Dickson) and 47 British regular soldiers, of the 10th Royal 
Veteran Battalion and three men of the Royal Artillery captured the island in the siege of Fort Mackinac before 
the American defenders knew that war had been declared. The news of this success influenced many more First 
Nations groups who had previously been neutral or undecided to rally to the British cause, contributing to 
several more British victories over the next year. The British meanwhile abandoned their own defenses at St. 
Joseph Island and concentrated their forces at Mackinac Island.

The British commander in Upper Canada, Major General Isaac Brock, had kept the commander of the post at St. 
Joseph Island, Captain Charles Roberts, informed of events as war appeared increasingly likely from the start of 
1812. As soon as he learned of the outbreak of war, Brock sent a canoe party led by the noted trader William 
McKay to Roberts with the vital news, and orders to capture Mackinac.

McKay reached St. Joseph Island on 8 July. With the assistance of the North West Company, Roberts immediately 
began to collect a force consisting of 560 Aboriginal soldiers supplemented by 50 British soldiers. On 15 July, 
Roberts received further orders from Brock which allowed him to proceed. Fort Mackinac was sited on a 
limestone ridge which overlooked the harbour at the south-eastern end of the island. The American garrison 
consisted of 61 artillerymen under Lieutenant Porter Hanks with seven guns, although only one of these, a 
9-pounder, could reach the harbour. The garrison had to rely for fresh water on a spring outside the fort, and the 
position was overlooked by a higher ridge less than a mile away.

Although he was unaware that war had begun elsewhere, Hanks had heard rumours of unusual activity at St. 
Joseph Island. He sent a fur trader named Michael Dousman, who held a commission as an officer in the militia, 
to investigate. Dousman’s boat was captured by the advancing British force, and Dousman apparently quickly 
changed sides.

Having learned from Dousman that the U.S. forces were unaware of the outbreak of war, Robert’s force landed 
at a settlement subsequently named British Landing on the north end of the island, two miles away from the 
fort, early on the morning of July 17. They quietly removed the village’s inhabitants from their homes, dragged a 
6-pounder cannon through the woods to a ridge above the fort, and fired a single round before sending a message 
under a flag of truce, demanding the U.S. forces surrender.

Hanks’s force was surprised and was already at a tactical disadvantage. The flag of truce had been accompanied 
by three of the villagers, who greatly exaggerated the number of Indians in Roberts’s force. On July 18, 1812, 
fearing a massacre by the Indians, Hanks capitulated without a fight. The United States garrison was taken 
prisoner but was released on giving their parole not to fight for the remainder of the war.



4

Attempt to Retake Fort Mackinac.

Colonel George Crogan the U.S. commander at Detroit and his superior, General William Henry Harrison, 
attempted to retake Mackinac in 1814 as part of a two-pronged offensive the other being against Prairie du Chien 
on the Mississippi River.

The goal of these attacks was to establish American control in the Upper Great Lakes. At Prairie du Chien the 
Americans were initially successful, and their success increased the strategic importance of Fort Mackinac. The 
American officers discussed whether they should first destroy Fort St. Joseph, on St. Joseph Island, seeing how 
it was the easiest target. They reached the abandoned Fort St. Joseph on July 20th 1814 and burnt it, but they did 
not burn the civilian buildings, including the storehouses of the North West Company. In the Canadian Sault St. 
Marie, Crogan and his men destroyed civilian property.

Fort Mackinac was now commanded by Colonel Robert McDouall of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment. 
When he assumed command McDouall had built a blockhouse on the heights that enabled the British to capture 
the fort in 1812.

On July 26th 1814 a squadron of five U.S. ships carrying seven hundred soldiers arrived off Mackinac planning 
to assault the fort. The landing force was commanded by George Crogan. Croghan discovered that this fort stood 
so high that the naval guns could not be elevated enough to fire on it; thus the soldiers would have no support 
from the ships if they stormed the walls.

For two days the U.S. ships shelled the fort with little if any effect. The shells all landed in vegetable gardens 
on the open ground below; therefore the squadron pulled back out to sea in a growing fog, which lasted a full 
week. Then as the weather cleared they came in at the western end of the island, as the British had done in 1812. 
After heavy bombardment of the area by the naval guns, the soldiers landed. Led by Major Andrew Holmes, they 
worked their way through dense woods and over a ridge into the flat, open clearing of Dousman’s farm.

Instead of letting himself be penned up in the fort, McDouall, who knew the ground well, placed his small force 
behind low breastworks at the opposite side of the clearing. In addition to their muskets and rifles they manned 
two field guns. As the Americans came into the open the Aboriginal and British soldiers had ideal targets; they 
killed thirteen including Major Andrew Holmes and two other officers, and wounded fifty-one. Croghan pulled 
his men back into the woods and down to the beach. There they climbed into the boats and rowed back to their 
ships. The next day the Americans sailed away. Mackinac remained firmly in British hands.
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The Battle of Frenchtown (Raisin River): January 18 and 22nd, 1813.

The Battle of Frenchtown (now Munroe, Michigan) is often called the Battle of the River Raisin, because of its 
proximity to the River Raisin. This battle was a major defeat for the Americans and was one of the bloodiest 
engagements during the War of 1812. The engagement may be divided into the First Battle of the River Raisin 
(January 18) and the Second Battle of the River Raisin (January 22). The name River Raisin Massacre is used 
for January 23, one day after the official surrender, when pro-British Native Americans murdered dozens of 
wounded Kentucky volunteers who were too injured to march as prisoners.

The Metis participants of this battle were:
 •     John Frederick Richardson (nephew of John Askin Sr.)1

 •     Jean Baptiste Askin (translator for Brigadier General Henry Procter)
 •     George Bluejacket
 •     James Bluejacket
 •     Captain William Elliot
 •     Alexandre Saunders
 •     Captain Billy Caldwell (leader of Caldwell’s Western Rangers made up of Ojibwa, 

Wyandotte and Pottawatomi)
 •     Samuel Te-Zhau-Taah Rankin

1 During the War of 1812 John Askin Sr. had four sons, two sons-in-law, and ten grandchildren fighting for the British and one son-in-
law for the Americans. His daughter Madeleine would marry fur trader John Richardson and their son, John Jr. was involved in the 
War of 1812. John Askin Jr., is reported at Fond Du Lac, Minnesota, recruiting Ojibwa warriors in May of 1812.
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Brigadier General James Winchester, second in command of the US Army of the Northwest sent Lieutenant 
Colonel William Lewis and his detachment across the frozen Maumee River and up the coast of Lake Erie to 
the River Raisin. This detachment consisted of 667 Kentuckians and nearly 100 Frenchmen. On January 18, 
1813, Lewis and his detachment charged across the frozen River Raisin toward the British and Native American 
camp, which contained 63 soldiers of the Essex Militia, including a 3-pounder cannon, and 200 Potawatomie 
and Metis. A brief conflict ensued before the Americans forced the British and Native Americans to retreat. The 
Canadians reportedly charged the American lines several times without losing their gun, while admirably covered 
by the Indian and Metis warriors. Fighting continued for several hours, during which Lewis cleared the area of 
Frenchtown of opposition. This minor skirmish would later be known as the First Battle of the River Raisin.

On hearing of the American recapture of Frenchtown, Brigadier General Henry Procter, commanding the British 
troops around Detroit, gathered his troops from Fort Malden and crossed the Detroit River from Upper Canada. 
His forces consisted of 597 regulars from the 41st Regiment of Foot and royal Newfoundland Fencibles, and 
800 Indian and Metis warriors. While the Shawnee leader Tecumseh was in the area and leading an alliance of 
Native tribes fighting alongside the British, he was not present at the Battle of Frenchtown. He left command of 
the Native American forces to Wyandot chiefs Roundhead and Walk-in-the-Water. The Native American forces 
consisted of a mix of Shawnee, Potawatomi, Ottawa, Chippewa, Delaware, Miami, Winnebago, Creek, Sauk, 
and Fox tribes. Procter’s force also included six light 3-pounder guns drawn on sledges. Procter’s troops and the 
Native Americans halted about 5 miles (8.0 km) north of the Raisin River to organize on January 21.

While the Americans were on guard that night for a suspected counterattack, the British and Native Americans 
sneaked down from the north and surprised the American before sunrise on January 22. Canadian Metis volunteer 
John Richardson, serving with the 41st Regiment of Foot, later said of this surprise attack, “On the 22nd, before 
daybreak, came within sight of the enemy... such was their security and negligence that... our line was actually 
half formed within musket shot of their defenses before they were even aware of our presence.”

General Winchester was awakened by the sound of artillery fire and rushed to the battlefield. He was quickly 
captured by Native Americans. Chief Roundhead stripped him of his clothing before handing him to the British, 
which led to the legend that he was captured in his nightshirt. The American forces were largely scattered and out 
of position. The 17 U.S. Infantry, caught in the open, eventually broke and fled. Their Colonel, William Allen 
was killed and scalped. Dozens of American soldiers tried to surrender and laid down their weapons, only to be 
shot or tomahawked by the Aboriginal warriors. Other unprepared Americans tried to retreat but were chased 
down and killed. Some Americans removed their shoes and ran through the snow in their stockings to leave 
deceptive footprints and managed to escape. The British commanders were occupying a large barn in the vicinity, 
but the barn was set on fire by William Butler, who narrowly escaped death and forced them from their holdout.

The Kentucky Rifle Regiment held out in the town. They had shot down many British artillerymen and infantry, 
but they were running short of ammunition. Winchester was urged by Procter to order his remaining forces 
to surrender, or they would eventually all be killed and Frenchtown burned to the ground. Procter originally 
demanded an unconditional surrender and refused Winchester’s counter-proposals of terms since Winchester 
was already a captive. However, American Major George Madison, still active on the battlefield, convinced 
Procter to allow surrender on the condition that all surviving Americans would be protected as prisoners of war.

On January 22, 1813, Proctor departed for Fort Malden with the British regulars, Canadian militia, and American 
prisoners who were able to walk. There were not enough sleighs to carry the entire American wounded, so many 
were left behind in the care of several volunteers and two surgeons. A Captain William Elliott and three 
interpreters were also to remain and guard the wounded, but all four left before the night ended.

On the morning of January 23rd approximately 200 Indians entered Frenchtown, invading buildings and stripping 
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the wounded of their belongings. Some who could walk were taken captive. Buildings housing the seriously 
wounded were burned. Persons able to crawl to safety were tomahawked. The massacre continued until mid 
afternoon, when the Indians and captured wounded left for Fort Malden. Prisoners unable to keep up were killed.

The British reported that only 24 men were killed and 161 wounded, but the Native American casualties were not 
documented. US official counts list 397 Americans killed and 27 wounded during the January 22 conflict. Also, 
figures of those that were killed during the subsequent River Raisin Massacre are also unknown but estimates are 
as high as 100 killed. Two weeks after the battle, Brigadier General James Winchester reported that 547 of his 
men were taken as prisoners and only 33 completely escaped the battlefield.

The Siege of Prairie du Chien

This siege was a British victory in the western theater of the War of 1812. Prairie du Chien was a small 
frontier settlement whose residents had split loyalty to both American and British causes. The site was important 
to the fur trade because of its strategic location at the intersection of the Mississippi River and the Fox-Wisconsin 
Waterway, a transportation route linking the Mississippi with the Great Lakes.

In the spring of 1814, American forces decided to secure Prairie du Chien, realizing that if it fell to the British, 
there would be no obstacle to a British attack on St. Louis. William Clark, the governor of Missouri Territory, 
organized a force in St. Louis that included 61 regulars from the Seventh Infantry under Brevet Major Zacchary 
Taylor, as well as 140 volunteers who agreed to join the force for sixty days under the command of Frederick 
Yeizer and John Sullivan. Shortly after the force was assembled, Taylor left for personal reasons. Lieutenant 
Joseph Perkins of the 24th Infantry took command of the regulars. On May 1, Governor Clark and the combined 
forces under Perkins, Yeizer, and Sullivan, began up the Mississippi River en route to Prairie du Chien.

British commander Robert McDouall at Fort Mackinac did not want the Americans to gain a foothold in the 
northwest, fearing that it would disrupt the British fur trade as well as Britain’s numerous alliances with the 
region’s Aboriginal people. To respond to the American threat, the British at Mackinac organized a militia 
captained by Joseph Rolette (Metis), Thomas G. Anderson, and Pierre Grignon (Metis). The militia was sent 
along with one British regular, a detachment of the Michigan Fencibles, and several hundred Metis, 
Winnebago, and Fox warriors to meet the Americans at Prairie du Chien. Lieutenant Colonel William McKay 
was put in command of the force, estimated at 650 soldiers.

Meanwhile, the American force led by Governor Clark and Joseph Perkins had arrived in Prairie du Chien. They 
reached the village on June 2, and a few days later, on June 6, they began building a fort on a large mound 
north of the main village. The fort was named Fort Shelby in honor of Governor Isaac Shelby of Kentucky. 
Seeing that construction of the small wooden fort was underway, Governor Clark left to return to St. Louis on June 
7. The barracks were occupied by June 19. Around the time that the fort was being occupied, the sixty day terms 
of service for the volunteers led by Yeizer and Sullivan expired. Most of these men went home with Sullivan, 
although Yeizer and some men in his company agreed to stay aboard the American river gunboat Governor Clark, 
a thirty-two oar, fourteen gun wooden vessel anchored in the Mississippi River.

On July 17, the British force arrived at Prairie du Chien. Anderson approached Fort Shelby to deliver Perkins 
a note demanding the Americans’ unconditional surrender. Perkins refused and prepared to defend the fort. The 
battle began early in the afternoon when the British opened fire on the Americans using their brass field cannon. 
Keeping their initial fire focused on the Governor Clark, the British force was able to damage the gunboat and 
compel it to retreat downriver. The boat carried the Americans’ cannon and a substantial supply of goods and 
ammunition, as well as the volunteers still under the command of Frederick Yeizer.
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With the gunboat gone, the British concentrated their fire on Fort Shelby, but the British cannon proved less 
effective. The Americans and the British maintained a steady exchange of gunfire throughout the next day, but to 
no avail for either side. However, by the third day of battle the Americans inside Fort Shelby were beginning to 
run short of ammunition and other supplies. More pressing, the well inside the fort had run dry, and an attempt 
to deepen it led to its total collapse. Meanwhile, upset at the lack of progress,

Colonel McKay began making plans to break the stalemate by sending red hot cannonballs into the fort to set 
it ablaze. Realizing the British plans, Lieutenant Perkins offered to surrender if the British would guarantee his 
men’s safety. McKay agreed but asked that Perkins delay formal surrender until the next day so that he could 
ensure that the Indian forces accompanying the British would not threaten the Americans.

On July 20, the Americans officially surrendered and vacated the fort. Under the terms of the surrender, the 
British were given control of the fort and the American’s arms, ammunition, and provisions, while the American 
troops were allowed to return to St. Louis. 60 Americans of the 7th U.S. Regiment of Infantry were captured 7 of 
them wounded, whilst the British force had three Native Americans wounded.

Following the American surrender, the British force took possession of Fort Shelby, which was renamed 
Fort McKay after the British commander. Meanwhile, the Americans had returned to St. Louis by August 6. In 
September, the United States sent a second force upriver towards Prairie du Chien with the intent of recapturing 
the fort, but it was turned back at the Battle of Rock Island Rapids. The British maintained a presence at Fort 
McKay until word of the Treaty of Ghent reached Prairie du Chien in the spring of 1815. The treaty returned 
Prairie du Chien to the United States, so the British force abandoned the fort on May 25, burning it in their retreat.
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Metis Soldiers

In this section we list just a few of the Metis men involved in the War of 1812.

François Noel Annance. (1789-1851)
 François Noel Annance was the son of an Abenaki Indian interpreter and educated at an Indian charity 
school in New Hampshire. He joined the NWC in 1810 and supported the British in the War of 1812. William 
Wood stated, “Louis Langlade, Noel Annance and Bertlet Lyons, of the Indian Department, were in the action of 
the 26th and in the affair of the 28th. Their conduct throughout was highly meritous.”
 In 1824 Annance was part of the HBC Fraser River mission. Fort Langley was established on the Fraser 
River by Chief Trader James McMillan in 1827. McMillan was assisted in building Fort Langley by his clerks, 
François Annance (Metis), Donald Manson and George Barnston. Frustrated with lack of promotion Annance 
eventually returned to his home town in St. Francis, Quebec.
 François’ great grandparents were New Englanders who were captured by the Abenaki as children and 
grew up among them, marrying as young adults. His father, Francis Annance, was one of a group of four boys 
who, as a result of Protestant missionary activity, were sent to school in New Hampshire. Francis Noel attended 
Moor’s Indian Charity School as a young adult. He was in the Columbia District in 1820 as an employee of the 
North West Company and was retained by the Hudson’s Bay Company. He returned to the Abenaki village of St. 
Francis in 1845. James McMillan felt that either François Annance or Donald Manson could have taken charge 
of Fort Langley, and he found François “as usual very useful” but George Simpson chose to leave Archibald 
McDonald in that position.

John Askin Jr.
 Askin’s father, John Sr. was employed supplying the British army during Pontiac’s War. After the war 
he moved to the Straits of Mackinac and was the trader supplying the British post at Fort Michilmackinac. He 
formed a relationship with Monette, an Indian woman, and they had three children, John Jr., Catherine, and 
Madeleine, all born at Mackinac. During the War of 1812 Askin Sr. had four sons, two sons-in-law, and ten 
grandchildren fighting for the British and one son-in-law for the Americans. His daughter Madeleine would marry 
fur trader John Richardson and their son, John Jr. was involved in the War of 1812. John Askin Jr., is reported 
at Fond Du Lac, Minnesota, recruiting Ojibwa warriors in May of 1812. In late June of 1812 Lt.-Col. Robert 
Dickson brought 113 Dakota, Menominee and Winnebago to the British fort at St. Joseph’s Island, joining a force 
of two hundred townsmen and voyageurs from Sault St. Marie led by trader Lewis Crawford. They were met by 
ample reinforcements of men and arms from Fort William, and 280 men Ottawa and Ojibwa under the command 
of British Indian Department storekeeper John Askin, Jr.

Jean-Baptiste Askin. (1788-1869)
 Jean Baptiste was born on 10 April 1788 at Detroit, the son of John Askin Jr; noted above. His mother 
was a Metis or Indian woman living in Indian country just west of Detroit. Her identity is not recorded. On 
October 17, 1814 he married Elisa Van Allen of Haldimand County, Upper Canada and they had eight children.
 In 1810, Jean Baptiste was with his father at St Joseph Island and for two years traded in the St Croix 
River and Lac du Flambeau regions of northern Wisconsin. Following the outbreak of the War of 1812, they 
served on the British side under Captain Charles Roberts and were present at the capture of Michilimackinac 
from the Americans on 17 July 1812.
 In August of 1812 Jean Baptiste led a band of Indians to aid Major-General Isaac Brock at Detroit but 
arrived after Brigadier-General William Hull, the American commander, had surrendered. He later served as 
an interpreter under Colonel Henry Procter at the battle of Frenchtown on January 22, 1813.
 After the war he worked as an assistant commissary officer up to 1819. He moved to Vittoria, Norfolk 
County, Upper Canada. He was appointed clerk of the peace in 1819 and clerk of the district court in 1820, 
holding both offices until 1849. He was also a deputy clerk of the crown until 1859 and issuer of licenses.
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 In 1831, Askin was appointed to the board of education for the London District and others, and in 1832 
he moved to London, after the district court was transferred from Vittoria. Here he established himself as a 
prominent resident, living on a large estate in Westminster Township, now part of London. Askin was the first 
president of the Middlesex Agricultural Society, and held the position for 30 years until he stepped down in 1867.
 Late in 1837 Askin started raising volunteers and taking part in actions to suppress the rebellion led by 
William Lyon Mackenzie. He was given command of a militia battalion on active service for a limited period; 
he was promoted colonel on 3 Feb. 1838.

Alexis Bailly. (1798-1861)
 Alexis was born on, 14 Dec 1798 in Littlefort, Grand Haven, Northwest Territory (on Lake Huron) the 
son of Joseph Bailly (Bailly de Messien) and Angelique McGulpin his Metis wife. He was educated at George 
Schindler’s School for Boys Education from 1808 to 1812 at Michilimackinac, NWT. Alexis served in the War 
of 1812 under the British flag and in 1812 was at Mackinac. He later became a Representative for 7th District 
(1849 and 1850) in the 1st Minnesota Territorial Legislature.

Augustine Barthe, Shingwaukonse. (1773-1854)
 Shingwaukonce (Little Pine) was the son of Jean Baptiste Barthe, a Metis trader, and an Ojibwa woman 
from the “Old Crane Band” at Sault Ste. Marie. Although he claimed Metis ancestry, he remained Ojibwa in 
cultural orientation. He signed the 1828 St. Mary’s Treaty as Justine Barthe. One of his sons who went 
by the name of Pierre Lavoine was also called Tegoosh in Ojibwa, the Michif name of “Tchi Gous” or “Little 
Augustine.” Because of his strong attachment to Metis trader John Askin Jr. (listed above) Shingwaukonce 
joined the British side during the War of 1812. He fought in the Detroit campaign and was also at the engagements 
at Queenston Heights and Moraviantown.2

Jim Bluejacket. (1765-1865)
 Jim Bluejacket was the son of Shawnee Chief Blue Jacket and Ms Baby.3 He was the grandson of fur 
trader Jacques Dupéron Baby. He accompanied Tecumseh on visits to the Creeks and Cherokees in 1809. During 
the War of 1812 he was with Tecumseh on the retreat from Amherstberg in 1813 and at the Battle of Moraviantown 
on October 5, 1813.

George Bluejacket. (1781-1829)
 George was the third son and fifth child of Blue Jacket and Ms Baby. George was born in about 1781 
at one of the Blue Jacket’s Towns in the northwest of Ohio country. Along with his brother James, he was a 
collaborator with Tecumseh in the latter’s failed attempts to rid the Great Lakes region of Americans. George 
died at Piqua, Ohio about 1829.
 As noted above, George was the son of Blue Jacket “Weyapiersenwah” who was the Shawnee chief who 
joined Little Turtle of the Miamies in resisting American advances into northwestern Ohio in the 1790’s. He led 
the Indians at the Battle of Fallen Timbers after Little Turtle declined to fight against General Wayne’s army. 
After his defeat, he signed the Treaty of Greenville in 1795 and the Treaty of Fort Industry in 1805, surrendering 
the Indian title to millions of acres. He relocated to the area of Brownstown in Michigan Territory, where he died 
prior to the War of 1812.

2 See Janet E. Chute, “A Unifying Vision : Shingwaukonse’s Plan for the Future of the Great Lakes
Ojibwa,” Journal of the Canadian Historical Association, Vol. 7, No. 1, 1996: 55-80.

3  She was a half French, half Indian daughter of Jacques Dupéron Baby, a French Canadian trader and agent of the British Indian 
Service. Ms Baby was born at or near Fort Detroit, after 1750. She survived the Shawnee/Wyandot Trail of Tears and died in northeast 
Kansas Territory about 1843.
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 Old Bluejacket’s daughter married Jocko Lasselle, who spied out the American positions at French Town 
just prior to the Battle of the River Raisin. His sons, George and James Bluejacket fought in the battle on January 22, 
1813, and participated in the capture of General Winchester. Jim Bluejacket took many scalps. George Bluejacket 
took Lasselle’s warning to Procter and also helped save Whitmore Knaggs from being killed after his capture.

Michel Brisbois Jr. (b. 1790)
 Michel Brisbois Sr.’s (1759-1837) oldest son, Michael Brisbois, Jr., was born at Prairie du Chien, about 
1790. He was a lieutenant in the British Indian service, and served under Col. McKay in the battle at Prairie 
du Chien, in 1814. He then accompanied the American prisoners as far as Rock Island, whence they proceeded 
by themselves to St. Louis. He also served under Lieut. Graham in repelling the Americans at Rock River 
Rapids. He was unusually fine in his appearance as a man, as his Winnebago mother was as a woman; and 
acquired a very extensive knowledge of Indian languages, which induced Gov. William Clark, of St. Louis, the 
superintendent of western Indian affairs, to obtain his services as Indian interpreter. About 1820, he was out deer 
hunting near St. Louis, and was shot by some unknown person, thus ending his days in the prime of life. Brisbois 
Sr. remained relatively neutral during the war until forced to become an interpreter for the British, but sent his 
younger son Charles Brisbois (1798-1847) north towards Red River with his brother-in-law Henry M. Fisher. 
This resulted in Michel’s arrest in July of 1816 on charges of treason. He was taken to St. Louis for trial and was 
acquitted of the charges. Ironically in 1819 he was appointed Chief Justice for Crawford County, Michigan.

Jean Baptiste Cadotte (1761-1818) and Michel Cadotte (1764-1837)
 Jean and Michel were both the sons of Jean Baptiste Cadotte Sr. and Marie Madeline Equayayway, 
daughter of Ojibwa Chief White Crane (Madjeckesiss).
 Jean Baptiste Cadotte Jr., Metis, born on October 25, 1761, in Sault Ste. Marie, the son of Jean Baptiste 
Cadotte Sr. and Anastasie Equawaice a daughter of Ojibwa chief Madjeckesiss. Cadotte Sr. became chief of a 
band of about 50 Ojibwa. Cadotte Jr. married Saugemauqua (Saulteaux) and they had four children.
 He worked for the North West Company out of La Pointe, established a trading post at the junction of the 
Red Lake and Clearwater Rivers (Minnesota). This location is now called Sportsman’s Park in Red Falls. He is 
with his wife Janette Piquette, Metis (-1850), lived at Red Lake Falls (Wisconsin) with their daughters, Marie 
Archange Cadotte (b-1797) and Archangle Cadotte (b-1798). David Thompson (1770-1857), of NWC, took 
shelter in that Post this year during a spring snow storm. David Thompson (1770-1857) wrote: “Mr Baptiste 
Cadotte was about 35 years of age, he was the son of a French gentlemen by a native woman, and married to a 
handsome native woman, also the daughter of a Frenchman. He has been educated in Lower Canada and spoke 
fluently his language with Latin, French and English.”
 Cadotte was indeed fluent in Latin, French, English and Ojibwa. About this time, Jean Baptiste Perrault 
(Perrot) records that a John Sayer Jr. had been ordered to go to the assistance of Mr. Cadotte who is subject to 
allowing himself to be overcome by drink. John Sayer Jr., a former Coureur des Bois of Fond du Lac, claimed 
being ill and asked his old friend, Jean Baptiste Perrault (Perrot), to go in his stead, giving him a letter for 
Cadotte. The letter instructed Cadotte to turn the post over to Jean Baptiste Perrault (Perrot). It would appear that 
this is the beginning of a conspiracy to remove Cadotte from the North West Company.
 Jean Baptiste Cadotte Jr. remained a partner of the Company and, in 1801, still held
1/46 share. In 1803 he would be expelled from the company for alleged drunkenness. He basically represented 
the last of the Coureurs des Bois.
 Cadotte then returned to Canada and starting in 1801 received a pension of £100, but this was discontinued 
in 1813 when he took an appointment as an interpreter for the Indian Department of Upper Canada.
 Jean Baptiste and his brother Michel (b. 1864) were apparently coerced by the British at Drummond 
Island to be interpreters during the War of 1812, having been given the choice of doing that or remaining in 
confinement. They were present on October 5, 1813 at the battle of Moraviantown where Tecumseh was killed. 
Jean Baptiste was seriously wounded and received a British pension.
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Joseph Cadotte (Cadot). (b. 1788)
Joseph Cadotte was born 1788 Fond du Lac baptised L’Assumption near Montreal March 30, 1807. He was 
the son of Jean Baptiste Cadotte III4, Metis born October 25, 1761 at Mackinac, he died in 1818, Joseph was 
the grandson of Jean Baptiste Cadotte II5

 born 1723 and Anastasie Nipissing who died in 1766.

In the Canadian Dictionary of Biography, Bruce M. White gives the following profile:

 On 24 Oct. 1814 Joseph was appointed lieutenant in the Indian Department of Upper Canada. 
He was employed as an interpreter under Lieutenant-Colonel Robert McDouall, commandant of the 
British garrison at Michilimackinac (Mackinac Island, Mich.). In 1814 and early 1815 Cadotte was sent 
by his superior on various missions to the Indians of the Grand River. He returned to Michilimackinac 
from the last of these with 84 Indians intended to bolster the defenses of the fort. They arrived on 3 
May 1815; two days after the news of the signing of the Treaty of Ghent had been received. In 
October a British court of inquiry held at Drummond Island (Mich.) cleared him of charges made by 
the Americans that he had acted improperly while on the expedition, undertaken after the official end 
of the war. McDouall recommended that Cadotte be retained in the “peace establishment” of the Indian 
Department and described the interpreter as a young man “of education & respectability” who did credit 
to the department.

Michel Cadotte Jr. (1764-1837)
 Michel was the son of Michel Cadotte and Marie Madeline Equayayway, daughter of Ojibwa Chief White 
Crane. Michel was married to Ester Wabiskindib (or Osanajiguque) the daughter of Ojibwa chief Keeshkekum. 
He was present on 5 Oct. 1813 at the battle of Moraviantown where Tecumseh was killed. Michel lost an arm 
in the fighting. He returned to La Pointe after the war.

Captain Billy Caldwell a.k.a. Chief Sauganash. (March 17, 1780-Sept. 27, 1841)
 William “Billy” Caldwell was the Metis son of William Caldwell Sr. (a Captain in Butler’s Rangers) and 
a Mohawk woman (the daughter of Rising Sun). He was particularly powerful among the Ottawa, Potawatomi 
and Ojibwa Indians around Lake Michigan. Thus he was recruited by both the British and the Americans in 
1812. Although he traded out of Chicago, he chose to take as Commission as a British Captain in the Indian 
Department. While leading the Caldwell Rangers he fought at the Battle of Raisin River (Frenchtown) in January 
1813 and was severely wounded. He later served during the sieges at Fort Meigs and Fort Stephenson, and the 
Battle of Moraviantown. The Rangers were issued a “bucket cap” (probably a cut down infantry shako without 
the brass plate or hackle), grey woolen trousers and a green woolen tunic, and a black leather bayonet belt and 
cartridge box. This equipment was issued only once; after that, they were told to resupply themselves from the 
enemy. In summer, they would wear white cotton instead of woolen trousers.
 Sauganash fought in the War of 1812 as a captain of Indian forces aligned with the British. During 
the war he was a close friend and advisor to Tecumseh and acquaintance of Black Hawk. Although supporting 
the British, Sauganash won the admiration of Americans when he saved the lives of U.S. captives taken from 

4 Jean Baptiste Cadotte III (1761-1818) served Joseph Louis Ainse in the Chippewa country as interpreter and is paid by the Indian 
Department. He is reported to be wintering with hunters on the outskirts of Prairie on Chippeway River, very near the Dakotas. He is 
reported to have patched up a peace that lasted all winter, but hostilities again break out next summer. (V)-Joseph Cadotte is born 
Fond du Lac son (IV)-Jean Baptiste Cadotte Jr. (1761-1818).

5 Jean Baptiste Cadotte II. (1723-1803) recorded trading activities to Folle Avoine, Courtes Oreilles, Crow’s Wing and L, Anse. His 
sons, under the name Mssrs Cadot et Compagnie, manage the first two loca- tions. Next year, they are incorporated into the Societe 
Generale of Mackinac, who continue to employ his sons. (IV)-Jean Baptiste Cadotte Jr. (1761-1818) wintered on the Chippeway River 
at Pukawahonaun, just above the mouth of Manetowish River. This is dangerous country because of the Dakota’s. Two bands of Ojibwa, 
however, are camped near him, resulting in a successful season.
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Fort Dearborn in Chicago. Caldwell’s unit was a rather small one, probably not more than fifty men. Nominally 
organized as two companies, they often worked in conjunction with the Indian Department and fought dispersed 
alongside the Indians (chiefly the Ojibwa, Wyandotte and Potawatomi). The unit, or parts of it, fought at the 
Battle of Moraviantown, the Battle of Longwoods, the Battle of Lundy’s Lane and in several actions on the 
Niagara peninsula.

Thomas Caldwell. (1788-1838)
 Thomas was a Kishpoko Metis, the son of William Caldwell and Suzanne Baby. He was a British scout 
during the War of 1812.

Colin Campbell. (b. 1790s)
 Colin was the son of Archibald John Campbell6 and a Dakota woman and married a Dakota woman. 
Colin was a young Lieutenant in British militia during the War of 1812 when Major Zachary Taylor brought an 
American force north from St. Louis in an attempt to retake Prairie du Chien from British and Dakota warrior 
hands. Captain Duncan Graham who led the defense of the trading center, praised Colin, Lt. Michael Brisbois 
and Sergeant James Keating for their efforts in Taylor’s failed effort.
In September of 1820 Colin was sent to the Sisseton near the Blue Earth River to bring in the murders of two 
of Manuel Lisa’s men. He brought back to recently built Fort Snelling a Sisseton War Chief who claimed 
responsibility for the deaths. In 1821 and
1823 Colin was interpreting at councils held by Taliaferro at Fort Snelling between the Dakota and the visiting 
Ojibwa. By 1855 he is near the mouth of the Platte River. His brother, Scott Campbell (b. 1790) was also an 
interpreter at Fort Snelling.

Nicolas Chatelain. (c.1794-1892)
 Nicholas Chatelain (Chastellaine) was born in the 1790s in the vicinity of Grand Portage, Minnesota. He 
was the son of a French Canadien father and a Saulteaux mother. He was active leading an Ojibwa group under 
William McKay in the first event in the War of 1812 in the capture of Fort Mackinac on July 17, 1812. 
He was married to Anne Nanette Chartier and they had at least seven children.

 •     Guillaume Chatelain, married Angelique Mainville.
 •     Joseph Chatelain, married Josephte Morrison (Morrisseau).
 •     Marguerite Chatelain, married John Jourdain.
 •     Narcisse Chatelain, born December 1821 at Fort Frances, married Nancy Finlayson then married 

Fanny Anne Hourie.
 •     Marie Anne Chatelain, born November 15, 1833 at Rainy Lake.
 •     Louis Chatelain, born March 1847 at Fort Frances. 

 Nicolas was active in the Robinson Treaty negotiations of 1850 as a member of the Fort William Anishinaabe 
Band. It was his work for the HBC as an interpreter, trader, and post manager between 1822 and 1870 that brought 

6Archibald “John” Campbell: (1775-1808)
     John was born in Londonderry, Muff Co., Ireland & first married Catherine Demontigny and a second marriage to a Dakota woman, 
who died in 1801. Their children were: John, Jeremiah, Duncan, Colin, Scott, Margaret-Pelagia (married 1st.Edward Pizanne and 
married 2nd.Hercules Dousman) and Nancy (1790’s-1887; married John Palmer Bourke).
     Archibald had been trading since 1792 and two years later is trading out of the “Little Rapids” with the Wahpetons. From 1800-06 
he is a trader for the Machinac Co. but became an independent trader in 1806. In December of 1807 he is appointed the U.S. Indian 
Sub-Agent at Prairie du Chien, through the  recom- mendation of Gov.Meriwether Lewis and the next year (summer 1808) he was 
killed in a duel with trader Redford Crawford, Campbell’s former trading associate, Robert Dickson acted as Redford’s second.
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him to Rainy Lake. By 1871 he was also an interpreter for the federal government. In 1884 when the Metis elected 
him as Chief he was forced to step down because he was receiving a salary from the Dominion government. John 
Jourdain was appointed in his place.
 Other than the fact that Nicholas fought in the War of 1812, little is known of his early life. He first appears 
in the HBC records in 1822 as a ‘Canadian Servant’ then in 1823 as an interpreter at Rainy Lake, Ontario. In 
1850 he was present at the signing of the Robinson Treaty with the Ojibway at Sault Ste. Marie. He was then a 
member of the band at Fort William, which included a large number of Metis members. In his 50 years with the 
HBC he worked at a number of posts between Fort Francis and Fort William as a trader-manager, postmaster and 
interpreter. 
 In 1871, he was hired by the federal government as an interpreter and was present at the treaty negotiations 
with the Ojibway and Metis at Lake of the Woods (Treaty No. 3). On October 3, 1873 Chief Mikiseesis (Little 
Eagle) signed Treaty 3 where he asserted control over the lands now assumed by the Fort Frances, Ontario 
area on behalf of what is now known as the Couchiching First Nation. It was the Fort Frances area Chiefs that 
recommended that their members with French grandfathers be allowed into Treaty #3. it was because these 
members lived within the Anishinaabe community as Anishinaabe people. In 1875 Nicolas Chatelain negotiated 
an adhesion to Treaty #3 that resulted in a “Half-Breed” reserve for the Metis families connected to Mikiseesis’ 
Rainy Lake Band. The Half-Breed Reserve was surveyed as reserve 16A. In 1967, both the Rainy Lake Band and 
the 16A reserve were amalgamated.
 It was Chatelain who requested that the Metis be included in Treaty No. 3, Morris refused this request but 
indicated that those Metis that so wished could sign an adhesion to the treaty. On September 12, 1875 Chatelain, 
acting on behalf of the Metis of Rainy Lake and Rainy River, signed a memorandum agreement with Thomas 
Stoughton Dennis. This agreement known as the “Half-Breed Adhesion to Treaty No. 3” set aside two reserves 
for the Metis and entitled them to annuity payments, cattle and farm implements. Unfortunately the Department 
of Indian Affairs did not ratify this agreement and over the following ten years the Metis sought to receive the 
promised benefits. In August of 1876, Chatelain informed Thomas Dennis that the promises had not been kept. 
The matter was referred to Indian Affairs who declared that they would only recognize the Metis if they agreed 
to join the Ojibway band living nearby. Evidently some interim annuities were paid. A further attempt to obtain 
treaty rights was made in 1885 when Chatelain on behalf of “The Half-Breeds of Rainy Lake” petitioned the 
department for annuities, in the amount of $782 for forty-six people. They also requested the cattle and farm 
implements they had been promised. Since this followed on the heels of the 1885 Resistance, the government 
relented and back payments from 1875 were granted. Chatelain and others continued after 1886 to lobby for the 
full compensation due, but the department would not move any further and considered the matter closed. 
 On March 6, 1892 Chatelain died in the Metis community at Fort Frances. McNab quotes an Indian Agent 
describing Chatelain as “one of natures noblemen, six feet four inches in height, 98 years old and totally blind.”

Francis Michael Dease. (1786-1865)
 Dease was a Captain fighting on the British side during the War of 1812. Francis was the third son of 
Dr. John Dease and Jane French. Francis Dease was born on the 10th of August 1786 at Niagara He died at St. 
Boniface in 1865.
 Dease was rather above the common size, with dark hair, and was fond of children. Captain Dease shared 
in the capture of Prairie du Chien in 1814. He appears at this period to have filled the double position of sub-Indian 
agent under Col. Dickson, and captain of the militia of Prairie du Chien. His life was mostly devoted to the 
Indian trade, and he was engaged in both the North West Fur Company, and the Hudson’s Bay Company service. 
He was never married, and died on Red River, now Manitoba, Aug. 15, 1865, at the age of seventy-nine years. 
He commanded the Ojibwa (Chippewa) at Michilimackinac when it was captured by William McKay. He was 
also involved in the attack on Prairie du Chien in 1814.
 During the War of 1812 the Prairie du Chien Militia was organized was organized under the command of 
Captain Francis Michael Dease. These men were to protect the village from hostile Indians in search of food and 
were to resist the American forces that Britain anticipated would come up the Mississippi River from St. Louis.
 William McKay, a trader, was commissioned a Lieutenant Colonel and authorized to form and lead a 
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military expedition to Prairie du Chien. Three prominent traders, Joseph Rolette, Thomas Anderson, and Pierre 
Grignon, were commissioned captains of companies of volunteers to be drawn from the ranks of voyageurs. One 
British regular was attached to the force. Sergeant James Keating, of the Royal Artillery, was to man the brass 
three-pound field cannon allocated to the expedition. A small company of Michigan Fencibles was placed under 
McKay’s authority. Robert Dickson, British Indian Agent, attached part of his Indian force to the expedition 
consisting of three bands of Dakota and about one hundred Winnebago with a few Mesquakie. To keep the 
Indians under control, officers of the Indian Department, including Michael Brisbois, Jr., of Prairie du Chien, 
accompanied the group. At Green Bay, Menominee and Ojibwa joined. By the time they reached the Mississippi 
river just below Prairie du Chien McKay estimated his force at 650 men.
 The force arrived in Prairie du Chien on Sunday July 17, 1814. Positioning the companies around the 
prairie, about noon, terms of surrender were presented to Lieutenant Joseph Perkins, commander of United 
States troops in the fort. Upon refusal, fighting commenced with an attack on the gunboat. By late in the day, 
the Governor Clark was forced to cut her lines because of the accuracy of the three-pound gun. Drifting away 
from Prairie du Chien, Fort Shelby was left without provisions and ammunition. The battle desultorily continued 
for two or more days with the Indians growing restless and McKay positioning his troops closer to the fort. 
Finally the British-Canadians decided to end the stalemate and began to prepare hot shot for the three-pounder to 
set the wooden fort afire. Confronted with diminishing ammunition, no provisions, a lack of water, and potential 
fire, the Americans presented a flag of truce. Terms of surrender were negotiated. The morning of July 20, Lt. 
Perkins and the troops marched out of the fort and laid down their arms. The men were paroled and arrangements 
were made to send the Americans back to St. Louis. It had been a bloodless affair but secured British control of 
the entire upper Mississippi valley. To insure the territory remained British, a fort was to be maintained in Prairie 
du Chien. Fort Shelby was invested with British forces from Mackinac and renamed Fort McKay.

William Dickson. (b.1798)
 William was the son of Robert Dickson (Mascotapah or “Red-Hair Man”) and Helen or Totowin (daughter 
of Chief Wanoti and sister of Nakota Chief Red Thunder) and their children were: William married first to a part 
Ojibwe woman and second to a Yankton woman. Robert accompanied his father during the War of 1812.
 His father was employed by the British Indian Department at Mackinac Island in the 1780’s which allowed 
him to become acquainted with the trade in the Upper Mississippi. By the beginning of the War of 1812 he was 
one of the most influential traders in that region. During the war he was placed in charge or the British Indian 
Department for the Western Tribes, due to his influence in the area of the Great Lakes and to the west. As war 
appeared imminent, Dickson recruited over 100 warriors from the “Western Indians”, from the present-day states 
of Wisconsin, Michigan and Illinois at the British military outpost at St. Joseph Island.
 When news of the outbreak of war arrived, Dickson led a total of 400 Indians in an expedition led by 
Captain Charles Roberts, which captured Mackinac Island from its unwary American garrison. He subsequently 
led the Western Indians south to join the British army at Amherstburg, where they took part in the Siege of 
Detroit, which caused the surrender of an American army. In the autumn following these victories, Dickson 
travelled to Montreal, where he was appointed to the Indian Department as Agent and Superintendent for the 
Western Indians.
 During 1813, he led contingents of Indians at the unsuccessful Siege of Fort Meigs and Battle of Fort 
Stephenson. In 1814, he recruited fresh contingents of the Western Indians and led them at the successful 
defense of Mackinac Island and the Engagement on Lake Huron. He ended the war at the captured post of Prairie 
du Chien; he died at Drummond Is. on the 20th of June in 1823.

François Dominique Ducharme.
By 1812, François Dominique Ducharme was already a veteran of twenty-five years service in the fur country. 
During the summer of 1813, he was the leader of a band of Kahnawake Mohawks fortifying the British garrison 
at Beaver Dams. Upon learning of a planned American attack from his commander, James Fitzgibbon, Ducharme 
ambushed the U.S. troops before they reached Beaver Dams. The tactic worked, and after a fierce battle, the 
Americans surrendered to the much smaller force.
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Alexander McKee Elliott. (1780-1812)
 Elliott was a Kishpoko Metis, the son of Colonel Matthew Elliott and Mary Sanschagrin “No Worries 
Rising Sun.” He served with the British Army during the War of 1812. On November 22, 1812 Alexander was 
killed by hostile tribesmen. His brother James served on the American side. His father was a Lieutenant Colonel 
with the British.

Captain Matthew Elliott. (1772-1812)
 Matthew Jr. was a Kishpoko Metis, the son of Colonel Matthew Elliott and Mary Sanschagrin “No 
Worries Rising Sun.” He served with the British Army during the War of 1812 and was killed in 1812 with 
Winnemak II a Pottawamee. His brother James served on the American side. His father was a Lieutenant 
Colonel with the British and one of the oldest serving commanders in the War of 1812. He led the Indian 
contingent when Brock captured Detroit.

Captain William Elliott.
 William was a Kishpoko Metis, the son of Colonel Matthew Elliott and Mary Sanschagrin “No Worries 
Rising Sun.” He served with the British Army in Caldwell’s Rangers during the War of 1812. He was present at 
Detroit where he was given a medal and clasp; he also fought at Frenchtown and Miami.

Henry Fisher. (d. 1871)
 Henry was born in Prairie du Chien, his mother was Marienne Lasalière, the great granddaughter of an 
Ottawa Chief; his father was an American Fur company agent. Fisher and his father served with the British 
in the War of 1812 and Henry joined the North West Company in 1816. Upon union of the trading companies in 
1821 he joined the HBC and was placed in charge of Fort Ellice in 1844. He was promoted to Chief Trader 
of the Red River District in 1851 then transferred to the English River District in 1853. He retired to Red River 
in 1855 and was appointed to the council of Assiniboia in 1857.

Amable Grignon. (1795-1845)
 Amable was the son of Pierre Grignon Sr. and Louise Domitilde de Langlade, daughter of Charles de 
Langlade, a wealthy Green Bay landowner born in Quebec. They had nine children: Pierre Antoine; Charles; 
Augustin; Louis; Jean Baptiste; Domitilde; Marguerite; Hippolyte; and Amable. Amable was born in December 
1795, one month after the death of his father in 1795. During the War of 1812, he served as a corporal in the Green 
Bay detachment. In 1817 he traded with Duncan Graham and in 1818 worked for the Hudson Bay Company. With 
capital saved from this venture, he entered a partnership with Hippolyte and traded along the upper Wisconsin 
River. He married Judith Bourassa. They made their home in Grand Rapids and had two sons. Amable died in 1845.

Augustin Grignon. (1780-1860)
 Augustin was the son of Pierre Grignon II7 and his first wife, Marie, a Menominee/Winnebago 
woman. Augustin was a Lieutenant for the British during the War of 1812.
 Lieutenant Colonel McKay passed through Green Bay en route and by the time he left had a fighting 
body of 200 Sioux, 100 Winnebagoes, 75 Menominees, 25 Chippewas, and 150 whites. They arrived at Prairie 
du Chien on July 17, 1814. The American fort was garrisoned by only sixty-five soldiers. There was no grand 
assault on the American fort, only a sporadic exchange of rifle fire and a swapping of cannon balls between 
British and American gunners. The Indians helped by chasing and retrieving the spent American cannon balls 

7 Pierre Grignon II was licensed to trade along with another of Charles Langlade’s son-in-laws, Jean Bte.Barcellou., in 1767. He 
maintained a residence at Green Bay along with families of Langlades, Roys, Reaumes, Franks & Vieaus. His sons became prominent 
traders/voyageurs in what is now Wisconsin and Minnesota. His second marriage was to Louise-Domitilde Langlade daughter of 
Charles-Michel Langlade and Charlotte-Ambroisine Bourassa at Michilimackinac in 1787.



17

bumping across the prairie. They provided them to the British, who then sped them on their way back to the 
Americans. The little expedition did not have much in the way of ordnance because when they left Mackinac the 
British were expecting an attack from the Americans and had little to spare.
 Augustin Grignon tells us that on “the fourth day Col. McKay resolved to accomplish something more 
decisive. About three o’clock in the afternoon, with his troops properly stationed, and cannon balls heated red hot 
in a black-smith’s forge, I was sent to go around and specially direct the interpreters to order the Indians not to 
fire on the fort till the cannon should commence playing the hot shot, and the fort should be set on fire; then to 
use their muskets as briskly as possible. Scarcely had these directions been given, when the Americans, probably 
seeing from indications that a severe assault of some kind was about to be made, raised the white flag.”8

Jean Baptiste Grignon. (b1785)
 In 1776 Pierre Grignon Sr. married Louise Domitilde de Langlade, daughter of Charles de Langlade, a 
wealthy Green Bay landowner born in Quebec. They had nine children: Pierre Antoine; Charles; Augustin; Louis; 
Jean Baptiste; Domitilde; Marguerite; Hippolyte; and Amable. The children received some of their education in 
Green Bay and possibly some of them were educated in Montreal, Canada. Born on 23 July 1785, Jean Baptiste, 
who was not a fur trader like his brothers, settled into farming in the Green Bay area where he was still residing as 
late as 1832. During the War of 1812 he was employed by the British as were many French-Metis during that war.

Louis Grignon. (1783-1839)
 Louis was also the son of Pierre Grignon II and his wife, Louise Domitilde de Langlade. He served in the 
War of 1812 as a Lieutenant under Robert Dickson and thus took part in the repulse of the American Col. Holmes, 
at Mackinaw. His first wife, by common law, was Therese Rankin; they had two children. Around 23 July 1823, 
Louis married Catische Cardin. He had three children by that marriage. Louis died in 1839.

Perrich Grignon. (1770-1840)
 Perrich was the son of Pierre Grignon II and his first wife, Marie, a Menominee/Winnebago woman. 
Perrich was an interpreter for the British during the War of 1812.

Pierre-Antoine Grignon III. (1777-1823)
 Pierre Antoine was the son of Pierre Grignon II and his first wife, Marie, a Menominee/Winnebago woman. 
He was baptized at Michilimackinac in 1787. Pierre III married Charlotte Pemonica about 1801 and his second 
marriage was to Marie Challefoux about 1811. From 1793 to 1802 Pierre III was trading on the Upper Mississippi 
and St.Croix Rivers. During the War of 1812 he was commissioned a captain and sent to Green Bay to raise 
volunteers for the British cause. In 1814 a company of militia was raised at Green Bay, to aid Lieut. Col. William 
McKay, in an expedition against Prairie du Chien. Pierre Antoine Grignon was appointed captain, and Augustin 
Grignon one of the lieutenants. After the war he remained at Green Bay where he died in 1823.

Alexander Ironside. (1773-1813)
Alexander Ironside was a Kishpoko/Pekowi/Creek/ Metis born about 1773, the son of George Ironside Sr. and 
Isabelle Vocemassussia Puckenshinwa (Tecumseh’s sister). Alexander fought on the British side at Thames, 
alongside his uncle, Tecumseh, during the War of 1812. His father George Ironside, born in Ireland about 1760 
(d. 1830) was the Superintendent of Indian Affairs at Manitowaning. He too fought for the British forces 
during the War of 1812. Ironside worked as a clerk in the Indian Department from 1826 to 1845 in Amherstburg.

8 Robert L. Hall. “Roses by another Name: A French Family in Old Green Bay.” Wisconsin French Library.
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George “Kal-Mestayaho” Johnston. (1796-1861)
 George was the second son of John Johnston a NWC partner and Ozhaguscodaywayquay (Woman 
of the Green Glade), the daughter of Waubojeeg (White Fisher), a prominent Ojibway war chief and civil 
leader from what is now northern Wisconsin.9 His father settled permanently at Sault Ste. Marie around 1792, 
establishing a small farm and trading post at the foot of St Mary’s Falls. George married first to Louise Raimond; 
he then married Mary Rice in 1839. He died January 6, 1861 in Sault Ste. Marie.
 George Johnston was a well-known resident of Sault Ste. Marie during the first half of the nineteenth 
century. Born in 1796, he was the second son of the prominent John Johnston family. George Johnston was sent 
away to receive a formal education in the English tradition at Montreal. He returned to Sault Ste. Marie in 1808. 
Johnston served in the British Army during the War of 1812, and survived the engagement at Mackinac Island on 
August 4, 1814. After the war he and a brother engaged in a short-lived trading venture on Drummond Island.
 His father, John Johnston also retained his loyalty to the British and took part in Captain Charles Robert’s 
capture of Mackinac Island on July 17, 1812. In 1814, the Americans, having secured naval superiority on the 
Upper Lakes, sent ships to recapture Mackinac Island, and Johnston went to its defense. While he was on his 
way, an American force ascended the St Mary’s River, burning Fort St. Joseph and the NWC post on the Canadian 
side at the Sault. Despite orders not to harm private property, on July 24 the American troops destroyed $40,000 
worth of Johnston’s goods. Johnston briefly took command at Michilimackinac while Lieutenant-Colonel Robert 
McDouall led the forces that repulsed an American landing on the island. Soon after the beaten Americans sailed, 
Johnston returned to the Sault and surveyed his losses.
 Throughout his life George was alternately in the fur trade, the Indian service, exploration and copper 
speculation around Lake Superior, and the gathering of Indian folklore for Henry Schoolcraft. Mr. Johnston resided 
at the Sault for most of his life, with the exception of temporary assignments for the Office of Indian Affairs at 
LaPointe, Mackinac, Traverse Bay, and as a participant on several expeditions around Lake Superior.

Siblings:

 •     Marguerite Johnston, married William Solomon then Charles Rousseau. She died at Pentaguishene.
 •     Louis Saurin Johnston, b. 1793, married Janette Piquette.
 •     Jane Johnston, b. 1800, married Henry Rowe Schoolcraft.
 •     Eliza “Wah-bu-nung-o-qua” Johnston, b. 1808, died 1888, she never married.
 •     Charlotte “Oge-bu-no-qua” Johnston, b. 1806; died 1878. She married William McMurray. 

Archdeacon MacMurray, of Niagara, worked as a missionary with tribes along Lake Superior.
 •    William “Mien-gun” Johnston, b. October 18, 1811; died November 15, 1863 in Mackinac, He 

married Susan Davenport on July 18, 1837.
   •     Anna Maria “O-misk-a-bu-go—qua” Johnston, b. 1814; died 1856 in Pontiac, Michigan. She 

married first to James L Schoolcraft; she then married Oliver Taylor.
   •     John McDougal Johnston, b. October 12, 1816; died February 14, 1895 in Bay Settlement, 

Wisconsin. He married first to Cat-Tishe; He then married Justine Piquette on September 20, 1842.

Louis Saurin Johnston. (1793-1825)
 Louis was the oldest son of John Johnston a NWC partner and Ozhaguscodaywayquay (Woman of the 
Green Glade), the daughter of Waubojeeg (White Fisher), a prominent Ojibway war chief and civil leader from 
what is now northern Wisconsin.10 Louis was married to Janette Piquette.
 Louis (also Lewis) was a lieutenant in the British Navy and served on the Queen Charlotte during the 
War of 1812. He was captured by Commodore Oliver Perry during the battle on Lake Erie. His treatment by 

9 His father Ma-mong-a-ze-da (Loon Foot) was also a noted warrior, who fought for the French in the Battle of the Plains of Abraham.
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the Americans while he was held prisoner at Cincinnati, Ohio turned him against living under their rule even 
though he was born in what is now Wisconsin.
 His father, John Johnston also retained his loyalty to the British and took part in Captain Charles Robert’s 
capture of Mackinac Island on July 17, 1812. In 1814, the Americans, having secured naval superiority on the 
Upper Lakes, sent ships to recapture Mackinac Island, and Johnston went to its defense. While he was on his 
way, an American force ascended the St Mary’s River, burning Fort St. Joseph and the NWC post on the Canadian 
side at the Sault. Despite orders not to harm private property, on July 24 the American troops destroyed $40,000 
worth of Johnston’s goods. Johnston briefly took command at Michilimackinac while Lieutenant-Colonel Robert 
McDouall led the forces that repulsed an American landing on the island. Soon after the beaten Americans sailed, 
Johnston returned to the Sault and surveyed his losses.

Siblings:

 •     Marguerite Johnston, married William Solomon then Charles Rousseau. she died at Pentaguishene.
•     George “Kal-Mestayaho” Johnston, b. 1796, married Louise Raimond then Mary Rice.
•     Jane Johnston, b. 1800, married Henry Rowe Schoolcraft.
•     Eliza “Wah-bu-nung-o-qua” Johnston, b. 1808, died 1888, she never married.
•     Charlotte “Oge-bu-no-qua” Johnston, b. 1806; died 1878. She married William McMurray.

Archdeacon MacMurray, of Niagara, worked as a missionary with tribes along Lake Superior.
•     William “Mien-gun” Johnston, b. October 18, 1811; died November 15, 1863 in Mackinac, He 

married Susan Davenport on July 18, 1837.
•    Anna Maria “O-misk-a-bu-go—qua” Johnston, b. 1814; died 1856 in Pontiac, Michigan.

She married first to James L Schoolcraft; she then married Oliver Taylor.
•     John McDougal Johnston, b. October 12, 1816; died February 14, 1895 in Bay Settlement, 
     Wisconsin. He married first to Cat-Tishe; He then married Justine Piquette on September 20, 1842.

Captain William Johnston Kerr. (1787-1845)
 William Kerr was the son of Robert Kerr and Elizabeth Johnson; he married Elizabeth Brant, daughter 
of Joseph Brant (Thayendanegea), and they had four sons and one daughter. He was a grandson of Sir William 
Johnson and Mary Brant.
 William Johnson Kerr gained prominence during the War of 1812 as an officer in the Indian Department. 
At the battle of Queenston Heights in October 1812 he, John Brant (Tekarihogen), and John Norton led the Six 
Nations forces that helped push back the invading Americans. In November, along with Norton and Major James 
Givins, Kerr was with the Indians at Fort Erie, where they helped stem an American attack.

Kerr was active at the Battle of Beaver Dams. In June of 1813 A party of 300 Caughnawaga attacked 
the Americans from the rear along an enclosed, wooded section of the trail near Beaver Dams (Thorold, Ontario). 
They were soon joined by 100 Mohawk warriors led by Captain William Kerr. He and Brant were at the head of 
a hundred warriors from the Grand River who fought alongside Dominique Ducharme and a large party of Six 
Nations Indians from Lower Canada. In September a small detachment of warriors under the direction of Kerr 
and William Claus was given special thanks by Major General Francis de Rottenburg for their “gallant and 
spirited conduct” in a recent action. Later in the war (possibly at the battle of Lundy’s Lane), Kerr was captured 
and he spent some time at Cheshire, Mass., as a prisoner of war. Fellow captive William Hamilton Merritt 
described him as “a very fine young man, tall and handsome.”

10 His father Ma-mong-a-ze-da (Loon Foot) was also a noted warrior, who fought for the French in the Battle of the Plains of Abraham.
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William Kittson. (1792-1841)
 William was born near Montreal, the Metis son of George Kittson and an unknown Aboriginal woman. 
His father was a fur trader and merchant. William was the grandson of John George Kittson and his Metis/
Menominee wife Margaret Robinson. Later he was formally adopted by George Kittson’s wife, Anne Tucker.
 At age 17, William joined the Canadian “Voltigeurs”, who defended the city of Montreal in the 
War of 1812. He became a second lieutenant in 1815 and went on half pay in 1816. In 1817, he joined the 
North West Company as an apprentice clerk and served at Fort Nez Perces in the Columbia district. He was on 
the Snake River Expedition with Donald McKenzie and in 1824, after the HBC NWC amalgamation, became 
second in command to Peter Skene Ogden Snake River country. He was first married to a Walla Walla woman 
then to Helene McDonald the Metis daughter of Finan McDonald.

Louis George Labatte. (1786-1872)
 Louis was one of three sons of Michel Labatte (1760-1850) and a Menominee Indian Woman. The other 
two sons were Nicholas Labatte (b: 1780) and Michel (b: 1784). Louis George had two half brothers Francois 
Labatte (1800–1862 killed in the Sioux uprising) and Archange LaBatte (1803–1861).
 Louis George was born in Green Bay Wisconsin in 1786. His first wife was Louisa Cadotte also 
known as Oh-ge-ke-quah 1795-1850, the daughter of John Baptiste Cadotte (1723-1803) and Catherine Anastasie 
Equawaice (1740-1776) from the Nipissing tribe. Louis George and Louisa Cadotte were married in 1813 on 
Drummond Island.
 Louis George Labatte was a soldier in the British Army, and a blacksmith by trade. He was at the 
capture of Mackinaw, and fought in the war of 1812. He was employed with the North West Company and 
after three years in the British service at Mackinaw, returned to Drummond Island with the soldiers and stayed 
there eleven years. He then moved to Holland Landing, stayed there two years, then to Penetanguishene, and 
lastly to Thunder Bay (Tiny), where he died in 1872.

Pierre “Pe-a-nish” La Claire (LaClerc).
 Pierre was a Metis Potawatomi who lived near Fort Dearborn in 1812 and worked for John Kinzie; G.S. 
Hubbard recalls that starting before daylight, La Claire “... carried the news of the war of 1812 ... sent by Major 
Robert Forsythe to his uncle, Mr. John Kinzie, ... [walking] from the mouth of St. Joseph River around Lake 
Michigan, a distance of ninety miles, in one continuous walk,” then dining with the Kinzies’ before reporting 
to the officers at Fort Dearborn by 9 p.m.; during the massacre of August 15, he played an important role as 
interpreter in the surrender negotiations of the survivors.
 Early in 1817, Kinzie`s account book indicates that Pierre had returned to Chicago. Under the Chicago 
Treaty of Aug. 29, 1821, as a son of Moi-qua (the name of his Indian father, as listed in the treaty document), he 
received a section of land on Elkhart River, and at the Treaty of Prairie du Chien of 1829, was awarded a section 
of land at the Pawpaw Grove.
 Pierre married Margaret Pachequetachai (also spelled Pechequetaroai) on January 1, 1827, with John 
Kinzie, J.P., officiating. In 1832, Pierre served as official interpreter with the Indian Agency, and during the 
Black Hawk War he served as private in Captain Boardman`s Cook County company, then in the company of 
Potawatomi. In early 1833, by which time he and his wife Margaret had one child, he was an early member of 
the Catholic congregation and his name, for a family of three, was on the petition by Catholic citizens to Bishop 
Rosati of St. Louis asking that a priest be assigned to them. Pierre is noted in 1857 as residing in Indian country.

Seraphin Lamarre (d. 1818).
 Seraphin Lamarre was a NWC clerk and interpreter. He was first stationed at Duluth then was an ensign 
in the regiment of voyageurs during the War of 1812, then was named Major of the Indian tribes and conquered 
lands, after the surrender of Michilimachinac. From there he was assigned to Red River.
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 He was at Fort Gibralter with a number of men who attacked Fort Douglas on June 11, 1815. He and 
others then burnt down the abandoned houses of the Selkirk Settlers. After the battle of Seven Oaks, he was 
informed that wild animals were disturbing the poorly buried bodies of the HBC men and he sent two men to 
properly bury the remains.
 On October 1818 he was brought to York to stand trial for aiding the Metis after the battle of Seven Oaks. 
He died before the trial took place.

Charles Langlade Jr.
Charles Langlade Jr. was the son of Charles Langlade Sr. and his Ottawa wife, Angelique, being born before the 
latter’s marriage in 1754. This Metis was educated in Montréal, and became an Indian trader and interpreter. He 
was first employed in the latter capacity in 1782; and having been made ensign in the British Indian department, 
migrated to St. Joseph’s Island with the garrison in 1796. There he was chosen in 1799 as official interpreter, 
to succeed Lamethe. He aided in the re-capture of Mackinac by the British in 1812, and in the repulse of the 
Americans in 1814. After the war he retired to Drummond Island, and probably died there.

Louis Langlade
 Louis was the Metis son of Charles Langlade and his Ottawa wife Angelique. His father was a famous 
military figure and sometimes called the “Father of Wisconsin” although he died long before Wisconsin became 
a state. Louis Langlade served at the Battle of Butlers Farm, a plaque at this battle site has an inscription that reads 
“On the 8th of July, 1813, an outpost of the invading force, encamped near Fort George, was defeated by a band 
of Six Nations and Western Indians led by Chiefs John Norton and Blackbird and interpreters Michel Brisebois, 
Louis Langlade and Barnet Lyons. William Wood stated, “Louis Langlade, Noel Annance and Bertlet Lyons, of 
the Indian Department, were in the action of the 26th and in the affair of the 28th. Their conduct throughout was 
highly meritous.”

Alexis Deguire dit Larose
 The Americans attempted but failed to retake the fort on Mackinac in August of 1814. About eighty 
Menominee warriors and a dozen traders from Green Bay helped the British in their defense of the fort. Before the 
Americans’ attack, however, a canoe arrived at Mackinac with the word that the Americans were building a fort 
at Prairie du Chien on the Mississippi. A British force recruited to take the new American fort left around June 21 
under the command of Lt. Col. William McKay. Listed on the muster role of a company of sixty-seven “Canadian 
voyageurs” volunteering for the enterprise was Alexis Larose, son of Jean-Baptiste Deguire dit Larose.11

Ignace Deguire dit Larose.
 On April 3, 1815, Ignace Deguire dit Larose and his brother-in-law were drowned in a canoe accident 
while crossing the Mississippi River from the fort, now renamed Fort McKay. Ignace Deguire, or Larose as he 
was known to the British, had been appointed a lieutenant in the Western Indian Department of the British Army 
and was an interpreter who had earlier served Colonel Dickson against the Americans in Ohio.

Joseph McGillvray. (1791-1832)
 Joseph was born March 1, 1791 at Ile à La Crosse, the Metis son of NWC partner William McGillvray 
and his wife Susan, a Metisse. Lieutenant Joseph McGillvray, whose mother resided at Fort William, was on 
active duty with the Corps of Canadian Voyagers (his father held the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel). October 23, 
1812, saw a 31-man detachment of the Canadian Voyageurs encamped at the Akwesasne village of St. Regis 
along the Lower Canada (Quebec) and New York borders. The Akwesasne, like the other Iroquois peoples, 

11 Robert L. Hall. “Roses by another Name: A French Family in Old Green Bay.” Wisconsin French Library.
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had remained neutral until then, and it fell to 43-year-old Lieutenant Pierre Rottote to determine where their 
allegiances lay. Serving alongside him was Joseph McGillivray, the 22-year-old son of corps Commandant 
William McGillivray.
 Joseph’s father was a North West Company partner, Joseph was chief trader for the HBC at Norway 
House. Joseph married Fanny Boucher, also Metis. Simon McGillvray listed below is his twin brother.

Simon McGillvray. (1791-1840)
 Simon was born on March 1, 1791, the son of William McGillvray and Susan (a Metisse). Simon 
married Therese Roy12 circa 1816 at Isle-a-la-Crosse. They had eleven children. Theresa was the daughter of 
“Freeman Vincent Roy: one-time interpreter in the North West Company’s Fond du Lac Department.13

A contemporary describes Simon:

Mr. McGillivray is a half breed, and the most accomplished & intelligent of any that I have met. His 
travels in Europe, and European fashions are ill assorted, I mean the relation of the first, and display of the 
latter, with the squaw wife and savage inmates that surround him. His wife tho’ a native is a half breed, 
upon recollection.14

 Simon was named after his uncle, Simon McGillivray. He was the first born and oldest of the twins. 
He was the twin brother of Joseph; they were born at Ile a la Crosse at the North West Company post in the 
Churchill River basin, where their father was stationed. He was baptized at Christ Church (later Cathedral) in 
Montreal. The church register records:

Simon and Joseph, twins, sons of William McGillivray, in the Indian country. Born on March 1, 1791. 
Baptised October 3, 1796. Godfathers Joseph Frobisher and Alexander Mackenzie.

 Simon served on the British side with the Canadian Chasseurs in the War of 181215 and entered the 
service of the North West Company as a clerk in 1813. He was stationed in the Columbia district for some years 
and then served for a number of years in the Athabasca department and was still there in 1820-1821. He was 
made a partner of the North West Company before the union of 1821. During 1821-1822 he was granted a leave 
of absence on account of indifferent health. After spending the summer of 1822 at Fort William, he was appointed 
to the Lac la Pluie (Rainy Lake) district, where he remained during the next three years.
 He is mentioned in Morgan’s diary of 1822 as being in the Rainy Lake district. He told Morgan’s men not 
to trade there but when they ran out of provisions in mid December Simon sold them some flour, corn flour and 
rice flour.

12 Therese Roy was born circa 1800 in Minnesota and died November 1869, at Ottertail. She was the daughter of Vincent Roy and 
Josephte “Ogiwens.”

13 A Listing of the North West Company Staff at its Posts, 1805, With Notations of Financial Standing and other Remarks, Masson 
Collection, MG 19-C1, Volume 55, Page 13, LAC.
Delafield, Major Joseph. The Unfortified Boundary: A Diary of the First Survey of the Canadian Boundary Line From St. Regis to the 
Lake of the Woods. Edited by Robert McElroy and Thomas Riggs.  New York: Robert L. Cheney, 1943: 423; R. Harvey Fleming, ed., 
Minutes of Council Northern Department of Rupert
Land, 1821-1831,Toronto: 1940: 71.
14 Delafield, Unfortified Boundary, 432 (entry of 5 August 1823).

15 The Fifth Battalion attracted was reorganized and reformed as a light infantry unit, the Canadian Chasseurs after 1814. Several 
of the flank companies which had already seen much service with the Light Bat- talions were consolidated into the Chasseurs, while 
the existing personnel of the fifth battalion were dis- persed among the other battalions. The Chasseurs wore substantially the same 
uniform as the Voltigeurs and were brigaded with them in the campaign in 1814 which ended with the Battle of Plattsburgh.
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 From 1825 to 1827 he was in charge of the Severn district and was then transferred to Fort Resolution, 
Great Slave Lake, where he remained until 1830. During 1831 and
1832 he took charge at Fort Nez Perces, and later he was stationed in the New Caledonia district until his 
retirement in 1834. In June 1833 he undertook a voyage by land from Fort St. James in a north-west direction 
to Simpson’s River.
 Simon re-entered the Hudson Bay Company’s service in the capacity of a clerk in 1836, when he was 
appointed to establish the Esquimaux Bay district at Hamilton Inlet, on the Labrador coast, where he remained 
until 1838. He again became a Chief Trader in 1837 and was later in charge of Chicoutimi on the Saguenay River. 
In 1839, however, he was ordered to return to the Athabasca district; and he died, on his way there, in the 
summer of 1840. Charles Denney’s papers say he died one day from Bois de la Rivière and was buried at the 
Red River.

William McGulpin.
 William was the son of Patrick McGulpin and Madeleine Bourassa. Madeleine was a grand-daughter of 
Potowatomie Chief Topinabee from the Detroit area. William was part of the British forces during the War of 1812.

Thomas “Wahbemeshawa” McKee M.P. (1770-1814)
 Thomas was born on the Scioto River, Ohio and died on October 20, 1814 at Île des Cascades, Lower 
Canada. He was the Metis/Shawnee/Chaouanon son of Col. Alexander McKee (Metis) and “Sewatha” – Sarah 
Opessa (Shawnee) who were aunt and uncle to Tecumseh. Thomas married Theresé Askin (Metis), the daughter 
of John Askin.
 In 1797 he leased Pelee Island from the Ojibwa and Ottawa for 999 years in 1788; fought at Fort Recovery 
in 1794; attended a council with Mohawk Chief Thayedanegea and the Odawa and Ojibwa Nations at Detroit in 
August 1796; later that year his father was appointed superintendent of Indian Affairs of the North West district.
 Thomas was made a captain of the 60th Regiment of Foot of the 
British Army in Detroit on February 20, 1796. He was elected to the Upper 
Canada house of assembly in 1797 representing Kent; in 1800 he was reelected 
to represent Essex. He became a major in 1807; served as a captain in the 
Indian Department and in the War of 1812 he held the rank of major. During 
the War of 1812 he retained this rank, being attached to the 2nd Essex 
Department. He was congratulated by the Prince Regent for the restrained 
behaviour of the Indians during the capture of Detroit from the Americans in 
August 1812 and was mentioned in dispatches for his service in other actions 
early in the war, although his qualities as a field commander were questioned. 
In March 1814 he was accused of “grave misconduct” among the Indians on 
the beach at Burlington Bay. He had allowed his followers alcohol so that they 
became “outrageous”; he himself got “shamefully drunk” and verbally abused 
them. Steps were taken to remove him from the theatre of war because of his 
alcoholism. In the autumn, while on his way to Montreal, he died.

Reference:
John Clarke, “Thomas McKee,” the Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online, http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01-e.php?&id_nbr=2542
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Augustin Nolin. (1781 – 1848)
 Augustin was the son of fur trader Jean Baptiste Nolin and his Metis wife, Marie Angelique Couvret. 
Angelique was the daughter of Joseph Victor Couvret and Marie Charlotte (Ojibwa). Jean Baptiste Nolin was 
appointed as a Militia Captain during the War of 1812 but did not participate because of illness. Augustin and his 
brother participated in the assault on the American post at Michilimackinac in July of 1812. They were in charge 
of Ojibwa warriors and Augustin was praised in the reports of the action for keeping good order among his men. 
Augustin’s grandsons participated in the Metis Northwest Resistance of 1885.

François Nolin. (b. 1779)
Both François and his younger brother Augustin were born at Sault-Ste.-Marie, the sons of Jean Baptiste Nolin 
and his Metis wife, Marie Angelique Couvret. Jean Baptiste Nolin was appointed as a Militia Captain during the 
War of 1812 but did not participate because of illness. François and his brother participated in the assault on the 
American post at Michilimackinac in July of 1812.

Major John Norton. (1770 – c. 1826)
 John Norton was the Metis son of a Cherokee father and 
a Scottish mother. His father had come from the Cherokee nation, 
“having been taken, a boy, from Kuwoki, when that village was 
burnt by the English,” according to one report. His mother was an 
Anderson who was probably living near Dunfermline, Scotland, when 
their son John was born Norton’s father had joined the British Army 
and eventually settled in Scotland where he later married. John Norton 
was most likely educated in Scotland and followed his father into the 
army at a young age.
 He was stationed in Ireland at the age of fourteen and found 
himself in Quebec in 1785. While with his regiment at Niagara in 
1787, he deserted the army. It must have been during this time that he 
became involved with the Six Nations of the Grand River. He came to 
Canada as a private soldier. The muster rolls of the 65th Foot record 
his enlistment at Mullingar (Republic of Ireland) early in 1784. He 
arrived in the province of Quebec with the regiment in the following 
year and accompanied it to Fort Niagara (near Youngstown, N.Y.) in 
1787. There he deserted. In 1788 he received his discharge.
 Norton then appears as a schoolmaster in the Mohawk settlement established by John Deserontyon at the 
Bay of Quinte. Norton found this to be too tedious and he resigned in 1791.
 He next went to the old northwest to become a fur trader, employed by John Askin of Detroit from 
1791 until 1795. After Anthony Wayne’s defeat of the western Indians at the battle of Fallen Timbers in 1794, 
Norton returned to the Upper Canadian side and became an interpreter in the Indian Department at Niagara.
 Captain Joseph Brant [Thayendanegea] soon drew Norton into his own service as an interpreter, made him 
an emissary, and adopted him as a “nephew,” deputy, and successor. Norton resigned from the Indian Department 
and began living at Onondaga on the Grand River. His appointment as Teyoninhokarawen, a rank as a chieftain 
for diplomacy and leadership in war, came in 1799.
 When the War of 1812 broke out, Norton was an adopted war chief of the Six Nations. Many of the other 
Six Nations leaders were ambivalent about partaking in the war, but upon Norton’s own initiative, he organized 
and led a band of warriors to assist in the defence of Upper Canada. Norton participated in many battles 
throughout the war, including nearly every major engagement fought in the Niagara Peninsula. His finest hour 
arguably came on October 13, 1812, when he found himself fighting alongside General Isaac Brock at the Battle 
of Queenston Heights.
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 Norton played a decisive role in this pivotal battle, which claimed Brock’s life and decided the fate of 
Upper Canada. He and his Iroquois warriors kept up a withering flanking fire on the American invaders atop 
Queenston Heights, while the British and Canadians waited for reinforcements to arrive from Fort George. Some 
American troops were so terrified of Norton and his warriors that they actually threw themselves to their deaths 
over the cliffs rather than risk being captured and scalped. (Reference Carl F. Klinck, Canadian Dictionary of 
Biography, Toronto: University of Toronto, 2000.)

Pierre Chrysologue Pambrun. (1792-1841)
 Pierre Chrysologue Pambrun was born on December 17, 1792 in at l’Islet, Quebec, the Metis son of 
André-Dominique Pambrun and Angélique Hiraque. In 1821 he married Catherine “Kitty” Humfreville (b. 
1805), a Metisse daughter of Thomas Humphryville and Annie Turner at Cumberland House à la façon du pays, 
and then in a formal manner on 8 Dec. 1838 at Fort Vancouver (Washington); they had nine children.
 With the outbreak of the War of 1812 Pambrun enlisted in the Voltigeurs Canadiens, a unit under Charles-
Michel de Salaberry. He was promoted corporal in January 1813 and sergeant the following month. Acting on 
his father’s counsel and making up for lack of education with courage, he distinguished himself in October at 
the battle of Châteauguay, and thus earned promotion to the rank of second lieutenant in 1814. He saw his hopes 
for a military career dashed, however, when instead of being integrated into the regular army the Voltigeurs were 
demobilized. He went on to serve with the HBC at Red River then at Walla Walla on the west coast.

Charles Reaume. (1752-1823)
 Charles was a Pekowi Metis, the son of Charles Reaume Jr. and a Pekowi mother. He fought with the 
British Army during the War of 1812.

Samuel Rankin. (c. 1780-1847)
 Samuel, also known as “Jack Brandy” (Te-Zhau-Taah) was born about 1780 and resided in the Wyandot 
village near Brownstown. At the Battle of the River Raisin on January 22, 1813, Brandy led a party of 20 
of Roundhead’s band and helped capture General Winchester and Whitmore Knaggs. On the same day, 
he saved one of the wounded Kentucky prisoners by dragging him out of a burning house and taking him to 
Detroit. He was respected around Detroit, but had a drinking problem, for which his otherwise loving wife left 
him. Brandy died about 1847.

Joseph Renville (Ranville), II. (1779-1846)
 Joseph Renville or Ranville, was the Metis son of a Dakota woman, Miniyehe, and a French Canadian fur 
trader, Joseph Renville Sr. Joseph Jr. translated the entire Bible into the Dakota language in 1837. He was born in 
1779 at what is now St. Paul, Minnesota. In 1804, Joseph Jr. married Marie “Tonkanne” Little Crow, the daughter 
of Petit Carboneau and the niece of chief Little Crow.
 He was educated in Canada, and then returned to Kaposia village where he was born, upon the death of 
his father in 1795. From then on he lived with the Gens du Large (Sioux of the Prairie). At age twenty-six he 
left Prairie du Chien and worked as a guide and interpreter for Zebelon Pike during his exploration for the source 
of the Mississippi.
 During the War of 1812 he attained the rank of captain while acting as an interpreter for the British. He 
was commander of the Dakota warriors at the siege of Fort Meigs. After the war he traded for the HBC at the 
headwaters of the Minnesota or St. Peter’s River. After the 1821 amalgamation of the HBC and NWC he helped 
establish the Columbia Fur Company with headquarters at Lake Traverse in the Minnesota Territory.
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Joseph Revard. (1777-1821)
 Joseph Revard was the Metis son of French-Osage trader Joseph Revard and Catherine a Pawnee Indian. 
During 1813-14 Joseph served in the militia of the Missouri Territory in the War of 1812. In 1795 he had married 
Frances Roy, also a Metis. Joseph grew up among the Osage Indians and established himself as a trader and hunter.

John Frederick Richardson. (b. 4 Oct. 1796)
 Richardson was probably born at Fort George (Niagara-on-the-Lake), Upper Canada, the Metis son of 
Robert Richardson and Madeleine Askin (Metis). His uncle John Askin Jr. was also active in the War of 1812.
 In July 1812, one month after war had broken out between the United States and Great Britain, 
Richardson, at the age of 15, joined the 41st Foot as a volunteer. He took part in several military engagements 
near Lake Erie, fighting with Indian forces led by his hero Tecumseh. With this regiment he witnessed the fall of 
Fort Detroit and fought at Frenchtown. He greatly admired Tecumseh whom he had known since childhood. 
He fought alongside the Shawnee chief in the siege of Fort Meigs. On 5 Oct. 1813 he was captured at the 
battle of Moraviantown where Tecumseh was killed, and Richardson was imprisoned in Kentucky, and spent eight 
months as a prisoner of war.
 After the war of 1812, Richardson remained attached to the military, serving with the British Auxiliary 
in Spain from 1834 to 1837. He was later to describe his war service in an essay, “A Canadian campaign, by a 
British officer.” Released in July 1814, he joined the 8th Foot (in which he had been commissioned ensign on 4 
Aug. 1813) in October and was sent to Europe with it in June 1815 to fight Napoleon’s last army. Arriving too late 
to engage in the battle of Waterloo, he was promoted lieutenant in July and then went on half pay in London in 
February 1816 before joining the 2nd Foot as a second lieutenant in May. He served with this regiment for more 
than two years, primarily in Barbados and Grenada.

Jean Joseph Rolette. (1781 – 1842)
 During the War of 1812, Rolette, like many other French-Canadian Fur Traders in the Old Northwest, 
was an active supporter of the British Empire against the United States. Rolette was a NWC trader who became 
a Captain in the Indian Department and in the Corps of Canadian Volunteers. His group was referenced as the 
“Compagnie de Roulette Corps de Voyageurs Canadien.”
 He participated in the British capture of Mackinac Island in the First Battle of Mackinac Island, and later 
commanded a British militia unit in the Battle of Prairie du Chien. Animosity between Rolette and the Americans 
at Prairie du Chien would continue for some time after the war. Despite this, in 1821 Rolette was appointed as an 
associate justice of Crawford County, Wisconsin, and he briefly rose to chief justice of the county in 1830.

Alexandre Robinson. (1787-1872)
 Alexandre was born at Michilimackinac in 1787, the son of a Scottish trader and a Green Bay French-
Chippewa Métis mother who died while traveling to Montreal where he was baptized at age seven months on 
May 15, 1788. He was raised by adoptive parents; the former Governor of Michilimackinac Daniel Robinson and 
wife Charlotte Ferly.
 Alexandre was a Potawatomi Metis; he was called Che-che-pin-qua or Chee-Chee-Bing-Way (“Blinking 
Eyes”); also called Chief Robinson. Alexandre was the half brother of Mollaire Robinson; prominent Chicago 
trader and Potawatomi chief.
 Early in life he worked for fur trader Joseph Bailly at St. Joseph, then within the Calumet area; he was 
a close friend of John Kinzie years before Kinzie settled at Chicago and where, by 1812, he had a house on the 
East side of the south branch, immediately South to that of the LaFramboises.
 Alexandre worked on the British side during the War of 1812. During the War of
1812 most Chicago Potawatomis favored the British, and on August 15, 1812, when federal troops abandoned 
Fort Dearborn, hostile Potawatomis led by Siggenauk and Mad Sturgeon attacked the garrison. More than 50 
Americans and about 15 Indians were killed in the lakefront battle. Some of the American prisoners were rescued 
by friendly Potawatomis, including Black Partridge and Métis Alexander Robinson, who later relinquished 
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the captives to British or American officials. Following the attack, many of the Chicago Potawatomis joined 
Tecumseh and the British on the Detroit frontier, or sporadically raided American settlements.
 Robinson lived with his first wife (Indian, name unknown) on the north side of the river near the 
intersection of Dearborn and Kinzie streets and worked for Crafts in the fur trade, later for Kinzie. On September 
28, 1826, he married Métisse Catherine Chevalier [de Catiche] as a second wife, John Kinzie, J.P. officiating. 
Her father, François Pierre Chevalier, was the Potawatomi chief of a village on the northwest shore of Lake 
Calumet; children John, David, and Maria Ann were baptized on Oct. 18, 1830, by Father Badin, and by 1833 
there were five children (there would be 12); he never divorced his first wife, who retained a position within the 
household.
 After Chief Chevalier’s death, and during the 1825 Treaty at Prairie du Chien, Robinson was appointed 
chief of the United Potawatomi, Ottawa and Chippewa, later representing them [the “Prairie and Lake Indians”] 
at the Chicago Treaty of 1833, at which he also received $5000 in addition to $400 for his children, plus a stipend 
of $300 per year for life. Although his tribe went west after the treaty, he remained near Chicago. For services 
rendered to the government, Robinson and his wife had received at the 1829 Treaty of Prairie du Chien their own 
reservation grant of two land sections on the banks of the Des Plaines River [Schiller Park], where they lived 
until their death. Robinson died on April 22, 1872, and was buried on the banks of the Des Plaines River near 
his home, as were his second wife and three children. Also commemorating his and his second wife’s names are 
“Robinson Woods,” “Catherine Chevalier Woods,” and “Che-che-pin-qua Woods.”

Augustin Roque.16 (1787-1856)
 Augustine was the son of Joseph Roque and La Bleu a Mdewakanton woman, the daughter of old Wabasha 
(aka Wapahasha I).
 Joseph Roque ranked as lieutenant in the Indian service and at the close of the Revolution remained in 
the pay of the British government, being likewise prominent in the fur trade. During the War of 1812-15 he was 
employed by the English authorities and accompanied Colonel William McKay as lieutenant and interpreter on 
his Prairie du Chien expedition in 1814.
 Augustin was likewise an interpreter in the service of the British. With his father he accompanied McKay’s 
Prairie du Chien expedition of 1814 with the rank of lieutenant. At the conclusion of the war Augustin took 
up his home with Wabasha’s Indians and established several trading posts on the upper Mississippi. The same 
Winnebago tradition that ascribes a camp in Trempealeau County to the father, Joseph, also ascribes a post 
on Beaver Creek to the son, Augustin. The Indian name of Beaver Creek, Seen-tah-ro-cah, is from St. Roque, 
the original French family name of this hunter. Augustine married Angelique a Fox/Dakota woman. They were 
married 1806 in Prairie du Chien.

Joseph Roque.17 (1746-1816)
 Joseph Roque was a prominent interpreter and officer of the Indian Department when the British ruled 
over Mackinac and its western dependencies. Roque was much trusted by the British officers, and in 1780 
accompanied Wabasha on his raid against St. Louis and the forces of George Rogers Clark in Illinois. He 
ranked as lieutenant in the Indian service and at the close of the Revolution remained in the pay of the British 
government, being likewise prominent in the fur trade.
 During the War of 1812-15 he was employed by the English authorities and accompanied Colonel William 
McKay as lieutenant and interpreter on his Prairie du Chien expedition in 1814. Joseph was married to La Bleu 
a Mdewakanton woman, the daughter of old Wabasha (aka Wapahasha I). According to Winnebago tradition, he 

16  Joseph Rocque (1746-1817) and his son Augustin Rocque (1787-1856) were the earliest settlers at the lower end of Lake Pepin on 
the Mississippi River. Both also served as scouts/interrupters for the British. They trapped and traded in what are now the Minnesota 
counties of Winona and Wabasha and the Wiscon- sin counties of Buffalo and Trempealeau.
17Joseph Rocque (1746-1817) and his son Augustin Rocque (1787-1856) were the earliest settlers at the lower end of Lake Pepin on 
the Mississippi River. Both also served as scouts/interrupters for the British. They trapped and traded in what are now the Minnesota 
counties of Winona and Wabasha and the Wiscon- sin counties of Buffalo and Trempealeau.
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had a wintering ground on a branch of Beaver Creek, not far from Galesville, and the occupancy of this region 
by him and a companion gave to this branch its name of French Creek.
 Joseph’s Half-Breed son, Augustin, was likewise an interpreter in the service of the British. With his father 
he accompanied McKay’s Prairie du Chien expedition of 1814 with the rank of lieutenant. At the conclusion of 
the war Augustin took up his home with Wabasha’s Indians and established several trading posts on the upper 
Mississippi. The same Winnebago tradition that ascribes a camp in Trempealeau County to the father, Joseph, 
also ascribes a post on Beaver Creek to the son, Augustin. The Indian name of Beaver Creek, Seen-tah-ro-cah, is 
from St. Roque, the original French family name of this hunter.

Alexander Sanders. (1772-1815)
 Sanders was the Metis son of Samuel Sanders and a Wyandot mother. During the War of 1812 he fought 
at Frenchtown in 1812, Fort Meigs and Amherstburg in 1813 and at Thames in 1813 with Tecumseh.

William Solomon. (1777-1857)
 William was the youngest son of Ezekiel Solomon and a Ojibwa woman. Ezekiel Solomon was one 
of the first non-French fur traders to penetrate as far as the upper Great Lakes. He spent part of each year in the 
interior and the remainder at Montreal, where William apparently received some education. William lived for a 
time in Montreal, but entered the service of the North-West Company and drifted to the “Sault,” and Mackinaw.
 By the mid 1790s William was working in the interior as an employee of the North West Company, and 
he evidently lived for some time with his parents on Mackinac Island. There he and an Ojibwa girl, Agibicocoua, 
had an illegitimate daughter, who was baptized on 28 July 1796. In 1797, 1799, and 1800 he fathered three 
other illegitimate children. Shortly thereafter he appears to have married Marguerite Johnston, a Métisse, who 
had been born on Mackinac Island. They were to have ten children.
 Having become expert in the use of the Indian languages, William was engaged by the British Government 
as Indian interpreter at the latter post during the War of 1812. as an interpreter at 4s. 6d. per day. The British were 
not to remain long on Drummond Island, for when the border between Upper Canada and the United States was 
surveyed, it was found to be American territory and the garrison, including Solomon, David Mitchell, and other 
Indian Department officials, was forced to move, this time to Penetanguishene on Georgian Bay.

Jean Baptiste Sylvestre.
 Jean Baptiste was an employee of the Northwest Company, became a soldier in the British Army in 
1812, joining the force at Drummond Island, and subsequently fought at Mackinaw. After his discharge he moved 
to Drummond and died at age 71 in Coldwater. His wife, a Métisse, Angelique McKay, drowned in 1815 near 
Manitoulin Island. They had been married at St Ignace de Michilimackinac.
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Elizabeth Bertrand Mitchell. (1761-1827)
The Metis Laura Secord in the War of 1812

 Elizabeth was the daughter of Joseph Laurent Bertrand, a French trader, and Marie Joseph Lamaire, a 
Chippewa mother. She grew up with Ottawa relatives at L’Arbre Croche (Cross Village) near Fort Michilmackinac. 
Her father was a fur trader at Michelimakinac, possibly as early as 1760, certainly by 1764-1765. His wife was a 
native of Mackinac. 

 In 1776, Elizabeth married British Army surgeon David Mitchell. She ran retail trading business from 
1816-1828 while her brothers were active in the fur trade in Southern Michigan. During the War of 1812, her 
ability to recruit native military assistance won her a commendation and a medal from the British (awarded in 
1814). Following the onset in 1815 of the American rule on Mackinac Island, the American commander, Major 
Henry Puthuff, posted a notice for her to stop holding conferences with her Ottawa kin.18 When her kinfolk 
continued to visit, he threatened to arrest her, but she escaped at night to Drummond Island. She returned to her 
trade on Mackinac Island once American fears had subsided and her salon became a social hub of the palisade 
community. In fact, in 1816, she hosted the wedding of Josette Laframboise, daughter of her friend Madeleine 
Laframboise (also a trader) to Captain Benjamin Pierce brother to the future President.

Her son Andrew built the first store in Penetanguishene, and son George was the first Superintendent of Schools 
there. Her daughter Jessie was the wife of the prosperous trader Lewis Crawford. Crawford was deeply involved 
in recruiting Indians for the British cause and Mitchell helped furnish supplies. When war was declared, Elizabeth 
Mitchell and her husband accompanied the British and Indian force under Captain Charles Roberts that surprised 
and captured the garrison at Fort Michilimackinac in the first action of the war, on July 17th, 1812. During the 
winter of 1813–14 David Mitchell accompanied Robert Dickson’s expedition to Prairie du Chien in what is now 
Wisconsin. In the summer of 1814, when the Americans unsuccessfully attacked Mackinac Island, Elizabeth 
Mitchell actively recruited Indian allies for the British from her Ottawa relatives at L’Arbre Croche. As a token 
of appreciation, the authorities granted her an allowance of £50 a year for two years. The Ojibway also respected 
her highly. In November of 1814, they presented her with a deed to Round Island, their traditional burying ground 
located half a mile southeast of Mackinac.
 
Source: Michigan Pioneer Collections. Vol 16. Lansing: Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford Co., 1908: pp 252, 389-401.

18 “Whereas a certain Eliz’th Mitchell under a pretense of trading with the savages is and for many years has been, as it has been represented 
to me, in the habit of holding her private councils with those unfortunate deluded People and of advising with and persuading them to the 
adoption of measures injurious to their real interests and that of the American government – I therefore feel it to be my Duty hereby to 
forbid the said Elizabeth Mitchell to hold any further intercourse with the Indians that may visit this island either directly or indirectly…”
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Mackinaw Jackets:
Metis women’s contribution to the soldiers.

 Mackinaw jackets were invented by Metis women in 1811, when John Askin, an Upper Great Lakes fur 
trader asked them to design and sew woolen jackets for the army.
 Madeleine Askin nee Pelletier, the Metis wife of John Askin Jr. (also Metis) was the lead designer of 
the “Mackinac Coat” designed and made at Fort St. Joseph by Metis women who supported the war effort by 
supplying the l0th Royal Veteran Battalion with these coats to replace the worn out military coats.
 These jackets were all to be blue, but when this colour ran out they used red then the plaid cloth that 
we associate with the jackets of today. Askin was fulfilling a contract he received from Captain Charles Roberts at 
Fort St. Joseph. The term later spread to be universal, and in Canada the “Mac” is regarded as a marker of national 
identity and working-class values.
 These jackets were later made famous by American loggers in the northern part of the Midwest in the 
mid-19th century logging boom.
 Mackinaw is a heavy dense water-repellent woolen cloth, such as Melton cloth. It was used to make a 
short coat of the same name, sometimes with a doubled shoulder. The name Mackinaw likely originates from 
the Straits of Mackinac in present day Michigan, USA. This area was an important trade artery during the 1700s 
and 1800s, and Mackinac is one of the earliest Metis communities. Heavy woolen cloth traded through this area 
may have been described as Mackinaw cloth.
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